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Born 28t April 1871, Ballarat
Died 7t April 1959, Ballarat

Parents had migrated to Melbourne in the 1850s and
moved to Ballarat in 1870. They were respected
members of the Jubilee Wesleyan Church.

“Both at home and at Sunday School, Tilly was
taught to be self sufficient and helptul: this
philosophy was to remain with her.” (ansfield, ADB)
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Presentation Notes
1905 Principal sales representative with 
			E. Lucas & Co, Pty Ltd => 	
		first travelling sales woman =>
		senior management – 250 staff
1913-14 - Visited Europe to evaluate new machinery and fashion trends
1914- Married William Daniel Thompson, a wealthy mining speculator with six children. He died in 1927 after which Tilly retired and travelled in Europe for five years.



The first travelling sales lady, Mrs Thompson, and friends
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Mrs Thompson was a fiery individualist. She saw everyone
else as individuals whether opposed or in alliance. Impatient
and impetuous, she brooked no obstacles...

It [E.Lucas & Co] was certainly not run by conventional rules.
Mrs Thompson thought nothing of taking girls from their
machines to watch sunlight on a spring morning flood the
hawthorn blossoms in the city gardens, or later, during the
First World War, to hand out comforts and sing choruses
when troop trains drew in or out of Ballarat.

Yet no one suffered from the occasional breaks in routine...

White, 1964, p. 17
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At the forefront of civilian
Ballarat’s war effort... 1914-1918

The Lucas girls’..concerted etfort was
probably unequalled by any other small
working group in the country...

First activity was sending comtorts and
parcels to the front and farewelling
contingents of soldiers.
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In 1917 a suggestion was made- reputedly by Mrs Thompson- that an avenue of trees should be planted to honor every Ballarat serviceman and nurse who enlisted. Each tree was to bear a plate engraved with the name and unit and the entrance to the Avenue of Honor was to be marked by a memorial arch.
	The idea was sponsored enthusiastically by the Lucas girls, who with the firm’s support raised a total of £10,600 to finance and maintain the unique monument… The 500 employees planted 4000 trees over three years.



ERYLEEFa R,

Macpherson
Smith
MSRF Limited



Ballarat’s Avenue of Honor

was planted over more than two years, at a
cost of £2,000, is nearly 14 miles long and
contains 3,912 trees... was opened by HRH
the Prince of Wales in June 1920. It stands
as an impressive memorial to the Ballarat
citizens whose sacrifice in the holocaust of
1014-1918 assured their city an honourable
place in the history of the young
Commonwealth... (White, 1964, p. 23)
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Tilly travelled overseas for five years after her husband’s death…


Tilly Thompson ...after Lucas...
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Returned to Ballarat in 1933 and built a large house, Sunways, on the north side of Lake Wendouree. Temporary refuge for returned service men and women.

					(Mansfield, ADB)


http://www.google.com.au/maps?q=&layer=c&z=17&iwloc=A&sll=-37.543721,143.837701&cid=16931789945966485346&cbp=13,14.6,0.1,0,0&panoid=SXCaQ9HZQYWVGmywAogX7Q&ved=0CAsQ2wU&sa=X&ei=_msKT8nhFuWemQXMl_iiBg�
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Over two decades Tilly Thompson assisted hundreds of men and women: she gave financial support to numerous local charities, ran women’s self-help, callisthenics and dietary classes, and travelled throughout Victoria speaking to women’s groups. 	

	She was awarded the returned Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Imperial League of Australia Gold medal in 1939 and was appointed MBE in 1941.
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Reflection

What do you think the ‘need’ was that
inspired the Avenue of Honor?

Should individuals get credit for successtul
community activities?

What are some of the factors that inspire
individual and community activism?
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http://bih.ballarat.edu.au/index.php/Tilly_Thompson�
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